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MONTANA HIGH SCHOOL SCIENTISTS WIN TRIP TO INTERNATIONAL FAIR 
MISSOULA -
Four Montana high school students -  two from Missoula and two from Sunburst -  will 
be traveling to Cleveland in May as a reward for some first-rate science projects.
Josh Hurd, of Missoula’s Hellgate High School; Abe Coley, of Missoula’s Big Sky High 
School; and Darcy Diegel and Amanda Nagy, of Sunburst’s North Toole County High School, 
earned all-expense paid trips to the INTEL International Science and Engineering Fair by taking 
top honors at the 48th Annual Montana Science Fair at The University of Montana earlier this 
month. The international fair will take place May 11-17 in Cleveland.
Diegel and Nagy won the Grand Award in the team portion of the fair. Hurd and Coley 
were the first and second runners-up in the individual Grand Award contest.
The overall Grand Award winners were Joseph Pudelka of North Toole County High 
School in Sunburst and Alexandra Antonioli of Butte High School. Pudelka and Antonioli 
previously had won expense-paid trips to the international fair at earlier Montana regional 
science fairs.
Nearly 700 students in grades sixth through high school, representing 90 Montana 
schools, took part in the science fair, held April 6-8 in UM’s Adams Center. Overall, 191 awards
-more-
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were presented to fair participants.
High school students competed in 14 categories: behavioral and social sciences; 
biochemistry; botany; chemistry; computer science; earth and space science; engineering; 
environmental science; gerontology; mathematics; medicine and health; microbiology; physics; 
and zoology.
Awards also were presented to the top winners in each of the sixth-, seventh- and eighth- 
grade divisions. Other top award winners include:
•  Sixth Grade -  Dani Hamann of Cascade and Jaucelyn Richter of Ponderosa Elementary 
School in Billings.
•  Seventh Grade -  Conrad Meers of Sacajawea Middle School in Bozeman and Kruiz 
Siewing of Saco.
•  Eighth Grade -  Gabrielle Antonioli of East Middle School in Butte and Sophia Romanic 
of Cascade.
•  Junior High School Team Award -  Megan Sullivan and Angie Grubb of Conrad.
•  Best Freshman Exhibit -  Nicholas Huan of Butte High School.
•  Missoula Exchange Club Scholarship -  Katie Hovland of Cascade.
•  UM Foundation Scholarship -  Abe Coley of Missoula Big Sky High School and Daniel 
Cox of North Toole County High School in Sunburst.
•  Outstanding Junior High School -  East Middle School in Butte and North Toole County 
High School in Sunburst.




In addition, Laine Lybeck of Joplin High School and David Herceg of Missoula Big Sky 
High School were named delegates to the National Youth Science Camp in West Virginia. The 
pair will spend four weeks this summer learning from scientists from around the world as part of 
the all-expense paid program for graduating seniors.
A new award, the Reuben A. Diettert Volunteer Award, was presented to longtime UM 
faculty members Forrest Thomas and Edward Keller, professors emeritus in the chemistry 
department. The award will be presented annually to people who have exhibited a long-term 
commitment to the Montana Science Fair.
For photos of exhibits and a complete listing of the gold, silver and bronze ribbons 
awarded at the fair, visit the Montana Science Fair Web site at www.mtsciencefair.org.
A 30-minute tape of the fair will be televised in the Missoula area on MCAT at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 7, and 4:30 p.m. Thursday, May 8.
The Montana Science Fair was sponsored by the UM Foundation Excellence Fund, the 
President’s Office, and the offices of academic affairs, student affairs, and research and 
development, and the Missoula Exchange Club. Major financial contributors to the fair included 
the Dennis and Phyllis Washington Foundation and Northwestern Energy.
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